
Henry Joseph Gieseler
December 24, 1924 - July 7, 2017

Henry Joseph Gieseler, 92, formerly of Chatham and Spring Lake, NJ, passed
away on July 7, 2017, in Sarasota, FL. Born in Lawrence Hospital, Bronxville,
NY, Hank, the son of Henry Ernest and Esther Wellbaum Gieseler, grew up in
Crestwood, NY. In 1942 he entered the Mechanical Engineering program at
Cornell, where he also was on the crew team, and graduated in three years.
While at Cornell he joined the US Navy in 1943, and following graduation he
attended USN Midshipman School and was commissioned as an ensign in
November 1945. He served in the Pacific post-World War II (1945-46) and
was honorably discharged as a Lt. JG in July 1946. He taught engineering at
Cornell from September1946 through September 1949 (while earning a
Master’s in Mechanical Engineering), and then joined Curtiss-Wright in 1949,
and Wigton Abbot from 1951-59. On May 26, 1951, he married Patricia Watts
of Westfield, NJ. They made their home in Chatham, NJ, with their children
Dorian, born 1952, and Brian, born 1957. For 1.5 years they lived in
Schenectady, NY, moving back to Chatham in 1961. 

 Hank worked for Rutgers University for 20 years, supervising HVAC in
rebuilding their three campuses and medical facilities. He also worked for over
three years for the Hillier Group, Princeton NJ. He retired from Rutgers in
1989. 

 From 1975-90 they lived in Spring Lake, moving to Sarasota in 1990. Hank
had an active life there playing tennis, bridge and, as a volunteer, feeding the
homeless every Friday for ten years and, at Mote Marine, working with the



scientists for fifteen years. He was also a volunteer advisor to the County
Commissioners of Sarasota County Planning Board. Hank loved Scottish
terriers (Roxi and Ceilidh), classical music, theater, sailing and boating. He
was an avid reader and active learner throughout his life. 

 He was predeceased by his father in 1953, his mother in 1981, his brother
Arnold in 1996 and his sister Barbara in 2014. Hank is survived by his wife of
over 66 years, Patricia; his children Dorian and husband Don Greenbaum,
Duxbury, MA, and grandchildren Micah Greenbaum of Carver MA and Jocelyn
Albertson (husband Neil) and great-grandchildren Kaylan and Orianna
Albertson, all of Duxbury; son Brian and wife Linda (née Shea) of Azusa. CA
and grandchildren Caroline of Arlington, VA and John Brian (Jack) of Falls
Church, VA. All his grandchildren have fond memories of their “Pa.” 

 A military burial will be held at the Sarasota National Cemetery on August 14
at 9:30 a.m. Those wishing to make a donation in Hank’s name are welcome
to do so to the Salvation Army or with the charity of their choice. Further
information is available through Gendron Funeral Home, 135 N. Lime Ave.,
Sarasota, FL, 941-365-1767.
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karen - August 09, 2017 at 06:19 PM

Dear Aunt Pat, Dorian,Brian & all - i am so sorry for Uncle Henry's
passing. He was a ROCK , always here for us! Thomas my brother
loved him dearly as did I. What a GREAT man. Love you all. I am so
sorry I can not make it to the service on August 14, 2017 but the job
has prevented me to do this; I am so upset about this. Love U all.
Love Karen Gieseler/Oster. P.O. Box 123, Croton Falls, N.Y. 10519

B Cronenberger - July 09, 2017 at 01:05 PM

I remember Mr. Gieseler as a steadfast and cheerful dad, an
easygoing personality. He was the kind of engineer who could
explain things clearly without intimidating me. He delighted in his
family and was so proud of all his children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren. The world was a better place because of his
work, his help, and even his greeting the rest of us hello.


