
Lester Lloyd Norman
August 11, 1936 - March 17, 2022

Lester Lloyd Norman, 85, died peacefully on March 17, 2022. He was born
August 11, 1936 in Petersburg, 

 MI. He was a long time resident of Toledo, OH, through 1997. Lester retired to
Florida in 1998 upon 

 completing his solo navigation from Lake Erie and the Atlantic Intracoastal
Waterway in his Bayliner boat. 

 He last resided in Fort Myers. Lester was preceded in death by parents, John
M (of Columbus, OH) and 

 Edith Alida (Gruber) Norman (of Delphi, IN) and beloved siblings Milton Ray,
Melvin Jay, and Dale Gruber 

 Norman. 
 Lester attended The Martin School, Toledo, OH, Sylvania High School,

Sylvania, OH and Owens 
 Community College, Toledo, OH. He served honorably in the US Army,

including service in Germany. 
 Lester was proud to be a retiree of General Motors Hydramatic with 31 years

of service where he was a 
 machinist tool grinder and where he forged many long lasting friendships. 

 Lester had a wide range of hobbies. He loved boating and restored a 1978 27
ft Bayliner. He was a skilled 

 cabinet maker and computer technologist. In his last few years, he designed
and built a Computer 



Numerical Control machine. (CNC machining is a process in which pre-
programmed computer software 

 dictates the movement of machinery.) Lester was producing Christ-centered,
faith proclaiming wooden 

 plaques with 3 dimensional cutting. He sincerely loved others and wanted
everyone to have a chance to 

 learn about Jesus. 
 Friends and family will miss Les’s gentle laughter, frequent smile and good

humor. He treasured being 
 with his children, grandchildren and great grandchildren and made at least a

twice yearly trek to Toledo 
 to celebrate birthdays, weddings and Christmas. He faithfully made and sent

birthday cards to an 
 extensive list of family and friends. Lester treasured beach time with his wife,

Debbie and they loved 
 fellowship and dining out with their church family. 

 Lester was a member of Dorr Street Church of God as a young man. Later in
life, he served at Inner City 

 Baptist Church, pastored by his brother, Albert Norman. For three years,
Lester drove the church van or 

 bus, picking up children for Sunday School downtown in Toledo, OH. After
retirement to Florida, Lester 

 was a member of McGregor Baptist Church and Adult Sunday School. For
several years, Lester greeted 

 members and visitors at the door of the church. He also loved to share with
friends and family the 

 rewards received from serving multiple years in the Kairos prison fellowship
ministry. 

 Lester leaves to mourn his passing his beloved wife of nearly 22 years,
Deborah Grant Norman, 

 daughters Edith (Tom) Loudenslager, Debra (David) Leffler, Susan (Paul)



Stamm, Lezlie (Joey) Vogel, April 
 (Jon) Curtis, and Amy Norman Reyes, fourteen grandchildren, thirteen great

grandchildren (and baby boy 
 Stamm due 6/2022), brother and friend, Albert Gordon Norman and many

dear nieces and nephews. 
 Please consider leaving condolences for the family at the Gendron Funeral

Home site. A memorial 
 service is planned for early summer.
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RE

Richard & Tina Ellis - March 22, 2022 at 06:23 PM

Les has been a dear friend for may years and we'll miss him very
much. We'll remember the many good times we've had over the
years with Les and Debbie. We've traveled with them, attended
Sunday School and many Sunday School activities together. He
deeply loved Jesus Christ, Debbie, his family, and all his friends. 

  
They attended our wedding where Debbie caught the bouquet and
Les caught the garter. We gladly attended their wedding and
reception. If we couldn't fix something in our house, we would call
Les and, with patience, he would figure out how to fix it. He could
patiently make just about anything. He was a skilled worker as was
evidenced by the remodeling he did in two of their houses. We know
he loved his boat and to bring it here from Ohio was a challenge he
met and inspired us. 

  
One time Richard was fixing something on the roof and Tina called
Debbie and asked Les to come over to talk Richard down from the
roof because she was scared it was too dangerous. To Tina's
dismay, Les came over, climbed up the ladder, and helped Richard
fix the roof instead. 
 
Les was a good friend who will be sorely missed. We believe one
day we will be joining him in Heaven. 

  
Richard & Tina Ellis



LD

LINDA R DAVIS - March 21, 2022 at 04:19 PM

Les was a quiet and gentle man who loved Jesus with his whole
heart. He wanted everyone to know Jesus and Lord and Savior.
One of his last projects was making a beautiful plaque for my
husband, Bill, who is not saved. It was engraved with his special
engraving invention and told the plan of salvation so plainly. This
took hours to make and is a treasure that I am praying will yield
much fruit. He was a faithful member of our life group at McGregor
and was always ready to speak a word of testimony. He will be
missed so much,


